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Oak Lawn area crime stats drop
Police report 11 percent decrease in
violent crime in Cedar Springs Wycliff
TAAG in first 6 months of 2010
JOHN WRIGHT | Online Editor
wright@dallasvoice.com

Despite a recent high-profile hate crime in Oak
Lawn, the area surrounding the Cedar Springs
strip has gotten safer over the last six months, according to statistics from the Dallas Police Department.
In 2009, a roughly 1-square-mile area that includes the gay entertainment district recorded the
fourth-most violent offenses of any of the city’s 26
worst crime hotspots.
But during the first six months of 2010, the area
known as the Cedar Springs Wycliff Target Area
Action Grid (TAAG) saw an 11 percent drop in violent crime, the statistics show.
From January through June of this year, the
Cedar Springs Wycliff TAAG recorded 95 violent
offenses, down from 107 in the same period last
year.
While DPD officials have cautioned against
ranking the areas, 2010 numbers put the Cedar
Springs Wycliff TAAG at No. 7 on the citywide list
for violent crime.
DPD Deputy Chief Malik Aziz, who’s over the
department’s Northwest Division, said according

•Top 10 Crime Hotspots in
Dallas in 2010

Area: .....................................No. offenses
Five Points: ...........................................153
Northwest Hwy/Harry Hines: ...............114
Ross/Bennett:.......................................108
Hatcher/2nd:.........................................102
Forest/Audelia:........................................97
Jim Miller Loop 12: .................................96
Cedar Springs/Wycliff: ...........................95
Buckner/Peavy: ......................................92
Jefferson Corridor:..................................91
Buckner/Bruton: .....................................87
Source: Dallas Police Department

to more recent statistics, through July 11, violent
crime is down 15 percent in the Cedar Springs
Wycliff TAAG.
“We’ve been pouring a lot of resources into different areas,” Aziz said Thursday, July 15. “We’ve
still got issues we’ve got to deal with, but crime is
on the decrease. The payoff is as great as the community engagement with police.”
Overall, the 26 TAAGs have seen a 6 percent reduction in violent crime in the first half of this year.
In the Cedar Springs Wycliff TAAG, individual
robberies have seen the biggest drop, going from
69 in the first six months of 2009 to 55 this year.
The other categories of violent crime — aggravated assault, murder, rape and business robberies
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Dallas District Judge David Hanschen ruled in
June that a non-biological mother could assert her
right to pursue visitation with and access to a child
she raised since birth.
Kim Ferris, the biological mother, argued that
Texas law prohibits the non-biological parent from
seeking the right of visitation.
She and former partner Debie Hackett decided
together to conceive a child with donated sperm
and raised and cared for the child together.
Hanschen’s ruling was one simple sentence.
“After reviewing the pleadings of counsel, relevant case law, and my own hearing notes, the
court denies Kimberley Ferris’ plea to jurisdiction
in the above referenced cause,” he wrote to the
three attorneys involved.
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The ruling did not grant visitation, but denied
Ferris’ move to dismiss the case and allowed
Hackett to continue her pursuit of parental rights.
Hackett said she knew Ferris for 10 years and
they had been in a relationship since 2007. They
discussed having children early in their relationship and decided Ferris would have a child first,
based on her age, Hackett said.
Ferris conceived with sperm donated by Carlos
Rojas, a gay man who both women had known for
seven years.
The women’s relationship ended in November
2009.
“When Oliver was 11 months old, she asked me
to leave,” Hackett said.
Hackett moved out of the house and said she
gave Ferris 30 days “to come to her senses.”
After the women broke up, Ferris filed to
change the child’s name from Hackett-Ferris.
After reading a story in Dallas Voice in December about a court decision in favor of Kristie Vowels, a non-biological mother, Hackett retained legal
counsel.
Attorney Jonathan Winacour, who represents
Hackett, said Texas law gives a non-custodial par-
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Hershner died from overdose
Marty Hershner, the owner of the Tin Room
and the Drama Room who passed away in
April, died from an overdose of alcohol and
cocaine, according to the Dallas County Medical Examiner’s Office.
Dr. Chester Gwin of the ME’s Office said
Thursday morning, July 15 that he wasn’t at
liberty to discuss
the toxicology results in detail. But
Gwin confirmed
that the official
cause of death
was “cocaine and
ethanol toxicity.”
“The amount in
the system doesn’t
really matter,” Gwin
said. “It’s one of
those drugs where a little can do the same as
a lot. … Cocaine is toxic in and of itself, but
when you combine alcohol to it, there’s a
metabolite that’s formed between the interaction of ethanol and cocaine that’s an irritant to
the heart.”
— John Wright

88% of Texans back bans on
anti-gay bullying in schools

Scott Whittall

— have stayed roughly the same.
Aziz said there’s also been a substantial decrease in nonviolent offenses — including property crimes such as burglary and theft — in the
Cedar Springs Wycliff TAAG.
Scott Whittall, president of the Cedar Springs
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Lesbian mother wins first fight in custody battle
Judge’s ruling gives Debie Hackett
standing to fight for visitation with
son from previous relationship

instantTEA

ent that has cared for a child for at least six months
just 90 days to file a motion.
Ferris and Rojas retained separate attorneys in
the case, but neither returned calls from Dallas
Voice.
Before the child’s birth, Ferris wrote that she
wanted Hackett to have “all the rights and responsibilities available in the state of Texas as a parent.”
The hearing established that Hackett shared full
duties as a parent. To prove her involvement, she
produced records that showed she paid for clothing, food, diapers, development classes and health
care.
Their pediatrician testified that she understood
that Hackett had medical decision-making power.
Winocour emphasizes that this case is not about
establishing same-sex marriage, but simply about
what is best for the child.
In his arguments, Winocour made the case that
the father is not a legal resident and is less likely
to be able to maintain a residence within 100 miles.
The father’s paternity was not established for a
year and was not on the birth certificate until after
Hackett and Ferris broke up.
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A whopping 88 percent of likely Texas voters think public schools should be required
“to protect all children from bullying, harassment, and discrimination in school, including
the children of gay and lesbian parents or
teenagers who are gay,” according to poll results released Tuesday, July 13, by the Texas
Freedom Network.
TFN commissioned its survey to gauge
people’s attitudes about the infamous State
Board of Education. Chief among the survey’s
findings were that 72 percent of likely Texas
voters want teachers and scholars, not politicians, to be responsible for writing curriculum
requirements for public schools; and that 68
percent say separation of church and state is
a key constitutional principle. The question
about bullying was the only LGBT-specific one
in the poll, but advocates are encouraged by
the result.
“We’re glad to see TFN’s polling numbers
confirm the obvious — Texans overwhelmingly want to provide a safe learning environment and protect ALL children regardless of
sexual orientation or gender identity/expression,” said Chuck Smith, deputy director of
Equality Texas. “For some reason, it’s only a
few politicians who want to use gay kids as
political footballs. Now, these numbers show
there is no excuse (as if there ever was) for
politicians to block good legislation to protect
Texas school children.
“Equality Texas worked with State Rep.
Mark Strama on anti-bullying legislation in the
2009 Session and we have continued to work
with him on legislation for 2011. We expect
the measure to again receive bipartisan support and we will work aggressively to get it
passed in the Texas House and the Texas
Senate.”
— John Wright
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In March, a Houston man was charged with
having unprotected sex with a minor. The charges
were upgraded to aggravated sexual assault
when police learned that he was aware of his HIV
positive status.
Enhancing the charges when HIV is involved
is becoming more common according to The Center for HIV Law & Policy. They list about 60 current or recent cases across the country. Charges
range from spitting and knowingly spreading infectious disease to assault with intent to kill.

Death
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Clinic through a partnership with Dallas County.
It detects HIV in seven to 10 days after an exposure.”
He said for peace of mind, he’d recommend a
follow-up at 60 days, but called even that medically unnecessary. He said he knows of no cases
where someone suddenly tested positive years
after exposure.
David Clohessy, national director of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, has
been following the Tumbwe trial and said the case
is of particular interest because of the trust people
place in other people involved in their church.
He said that prosecuting crimes involving

churches are particularly difficult.
“Often people associated with a church are reluctant to speak up,” Clohessy said. “By cooperating with law enforcement, churchgoers are
strengthening their congregations and making
them healthier communities.”
And many churches are reluctant to discuss
HIV prevention. By going public, Hudson may
have helped open the discussion of several topics
at the church including HIV testing and revealing
status to partners as well as sexual abuse by
church elders.
At press time, the trial was still in progress.
Tumbwe faces 20 years in prison if convicted. •
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“I have a feeling that in our little area, that it’s a
higher drop,” Whittall said.
He added that he’s noticed an increased police
presence, including an unmanned cruiser parked
in the Kroger parking lot.
“That type of little extra effort is very welcome,”
he said.
Whittall, co-owner of Buli Café, said the busi-

ness received a visit recently from DPD officers
conducting a survey about crime issues in the area.
During a June meeting with LGBT stakeholders, new Police Chief David Brown promised a return to community-oriented policing.
“We’re just trying to drill down to be more
pointed and more focused on specific things we
need to target,” Aziz said of the survey.
•
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Jody Ray Walden, 44, of Fort Worth died
Sunday, July 11, at his Fort Worth home after
a brief illness.
Walden was a Texas native and was selfemployed. His friends said he was a multi-talented individual
who adored his
daughters
and
lived life to the
fullest.
Walden
was
preceded in death
by his parents,
Arnie and Doodle
Walden, and his
brother,
Jamie
Walden.
He is survived
by his daughters,
Cristen Walden of Fort Worth and Alyssa
Walden of Aledo; andhis brothers, Brian
Walden of Keller and Kevin Walden of Springtown.
A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m.
Saturday, July 17, at St. Paul’s Catholic Church
in River Oaks. A celebration of life will immediately follow at Brian and Angie Walden’s
home in Roanoke. The family asks that in lieu
of flowers, donations be made to a memorial
account for the benefit of his children set up at
Chase Bank.
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The cases involving sex, rather than spitting or
biting, all appear to involve heterosexuals.
The organization calls penalties for crimes involving persons with HIV “draconian,” with up to 25
years in prison even when no transmission occurred.
In the Tumbwe case, there was apparently no
infection in the case of the rape victim. Hudson
has not tested positive for HIV but is being told
that she needs to retest once a year for 10 years.
Bret Camp, associate executive director for
health and medical services at Resource Center
Dallas, said that was ridiculous and unnecessary.
“Technology has advanced,” Camp said. “HIV
RNA testing is now available at Nelson Tebedo
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Merchants Association, said he’s noticed a difference.
“It’s definitely an improvement,” Whittall said.
“I think as business owners on the street, we feel
it. It’s definitely reduced, so those numbers don’t
shock me.”
Whittall and others have criticized the TAAG
statistics in the past, saying they’re not an accurate
reflection of the gay entertainment district.
While it includes the strip, the Cedar Springs
Wycliff TAAG stretches to Parkland Hospital and
beyond Stemmons Freeway in some places.
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Winocour said that waiting a year is grounds
for establishing abandonment in Texas.
Hackett said she is not trying to prevent Rojas
from participating in raising the child. She simply
wants standard visitation rights. She said she is in
the best position to provide health insurance and
has a stable home and income to benefit her son.
“The three of us made a contract to bring a child
into this world. I’m not going away. This is my
son,” Hackett said.
On Wednesday, July 14, Winocour filed a motion seeking an order compelling mediation in advance of a hearing on temporary orders. All sides
would be required to appear before a mediator.
If mediation were successful, Hanschen’s court
would presumably instate those orders. If not, the case
would return to his court for further hearing.
•

BON VOYAGE | Gene Olvera, center, associate manager of Cyclone Anaya’s World Class Mexican Kitchen, presents a check for $1,747.20 to Turtle Creek Chorale President Sean Baugh, right,
and Chorale Artistic Director Jonathan Palant. Cyclone Anaya’s hosted seven fundraising dinners
for the Chorale in recent weeks where a portion of each night’s proceeds was designated to help
fund the Chorale’s recent trip to Spain.

